Phytophthora sojae effectors orchestrate warfare with host immunity.
Phytophthora sojae is one of the most damaging plant pathogens of soybean. To aid establishment of a compatible interaction with its host, P. sojae deploys many secreted effectors. These effectors act either in the apoplastic space to cope with hostile conditions or inside of host cells to reprogram host physiology favoring pathogen growth. Effectors have been used as molecular probes, which revealed in Phytophthora that effectors execute their virulence function via manipulating host targets. In addition, recent studies have discovered 'pseudo-effectors' in Phytophthora that act as decoys to shield virulence effectors from host defense, a new paradigm in plant-pathogen interactions.